BEFORE THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE
SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Order No.: 2017-026-DA0O-WS
IN THE MATTER OF:

Water Shortage Warning for all Use
Classes Withdrawing Surface and Ey -
Groundwater within the =

Boundaries of the South Florida DT =
Water Management District :

ORDER
WATER SHORTAGE WARNING

The Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District (“District”), after
considering recommendations of District staff and being étherWise fully apprised, issues this Order
pursuant to Sections 373.083 and 373.246, Florida Statutes, and Chapter 40E-21, Florida
Administrative Code, based on the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.

FINDINGS OF FACT
1 The entire District is subject to this Order. A map depicting the area governed by

this Order is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

2. All surface and groundwater sources as described in Rule 40E-21.631, Fla. Admin.

Code, are subject to this Order.

3. All water use classes identified in Rule 40E-21.651, Fla. Admin. Code, are subject
to this Order.

4, The hydrologic dry season runs from November 1% through May 31%. Since
November 1, 2016, the District has only received 5.20 inches of rainfall, resulting in a rainfall
deficit of 6.33 inches, which is well below normal.

= The U.S. Drought Monitor publishes a weekly drought condition report. This report

indicates the Lower Kissimmee Region, which includes portions of Okeechobee, Highlands,

<



Glades and Hendry counties, is experiencing “Severe Drought” Conditions. Lake stages and
groundwater levels have decreased across most of the Kissimmee Basin.

6. Groundwater levels have been declining in most of the prer West Coast (“LWC”)
monitoring stations. Grdundwater levels in the LWC are low compared to historical averages for
this time of year. United States Geological Survey (“USGS”) well L-2194, a Sandstone aquifer
well near Bonita Springs, is at its record low elevation. In Lehigh Acres, the water level in the
USGS well L-2186, also a Sandstone aquifer well, is at the lowest level recorded in its 40-year
period of record. The USGS well L-1999, a Surficial aquifer well in Estero, is within one and one-
half foot of its record low set in 2007.

7. Water level stages in the Upper East Coast Region are also low. On April 10, 2017,
the water levels in the C-25 Canal measured 16.70 feet NGVD. Withdrawals from the C-25 Canal,
as well as ditches and canals connected to the C-25 Canal, must cease when the minimum water
levels adopted in Rule 40E-22.232, Fla. Admin. Code, are exceeded. In Fort Pierce, the
groundwater level in USGS well STL-125 is within 1 foot of its record low elevation.

8. The Water Conservation Areas (“WCAs”) west of the Lower East Coast (“LEC”)
Region, which includes Palm Beach, Broward, and Miami-Dade Coﬁnties’, are the primary source
of water for groundwater recharge, saltwater intrusion protection, and recharge of public drinking
water wellfields during the dry season. |

9. The United States Army Corps’ of Engineers Water Control Manual for the WCAs
and Everglades National Park sets regulatory floor elevations in the WCAs. Once a WCA
regulatory floor elevation is exceeded, water deliveries are réstn'cted to the volume irnp(;rted from
secondary sources, such as Lake Okeechobee. If a secondary'source is not available when a WCA

level falls below its regulatory floor elevation, then water supply deliveries to the coastal areas



cannot be made from that WCA unless a temporary deviation from the regulation schedule is
approved. WCA-2 is being operated under Zone 3 (floor criteria) since March 23, 2017, when
water levels fell below the regulatory floor elevation.

10.  Lake Okeechobee is a secondary source of water for the LEC Region during the
dry season. Water levels in Lake Okeechobee are decreasing rapidly and are expected to continue
to do so under the dry conditions anticipated. The Lake Okeechobee stage is currently less than 1
foot from the Water Shortage Management Band of tﬁe Lake Okeechobee Regulation Schedule.

11.  In light of thev above factors, it is essential that conservation of surface and
groundwater sources is implemented. The Governing Board supports local government landscape
irrigation ordinances and incréased compliance efforts of year-round landscape irrigation
conservation measures. So. Fla. Water Mgmt. Dist. Res. 201 7-0311 (2017).

12.  Staff will monitor water usage to assess the effectiveness of the voluntary water
conservation measures taken by water users. If the voluntary water conservation efforts prove
insufficient, the bistrict may invoke mandatory water ﬁse restrictions in order to equitably
distribute the remaining water supplies and prevent serious harm to the water resources.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

13. The District’s water shortage plan to regulate the withdrawal and use of water and
protect the water resources is set forth in Chapter 40E-21, Fla. Admin. Code. See also § 373.246,
Fla. Stat. (2016).

_14. The Governing Board may issue a water shortage warning calling for voluntary
reductions in demand prior to declaring a water shortage. Fla. Admin. Code R. 40E-21.231(3).

15.  The District may increase water resource and demand monitoring in anticipation of

a water shortage. Fla. Admin. Code R. 40E-21.401.



16.  The declaration of a water shortage warning is prudent at this time to provide notice
to water users of th¢ potential for future water use restrictions and to encourage voluntary water
conservation and increased use of alternative water sources.

17.  In the event water use restrictions are imposed in the future, the Governing Board
may request local city and county officials to assist the District in the enforcement of its order.
See § 373.609, Fla. Stat. (2016).

ORDER

Based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the Govering Board
orders that: |

18. A water shortage warning is declared for all users withdrawing water from surface
and groundwater sources wﬁhm the District’s boundaries described in Rule 40E-21.691, Fla.
Admin Code.

19.  All water users are encouraged to practice efficient water use.

a. The most effective way to reduce unnecessary water demand is to limit
landscape irrigation by watering only on assigned irrigation days, wheﬁ plants show signs of stress
(i.e., wilting). Self-cancelling nozzles should be used for all hand-watering of shrubs and
landscaping. Landséape irrigation shall continue to be conducted in accordance with Chapter 40E-

24, Fla. Admin. Code.

b. Avoid washing or cleaning streets, sidewalks, driveways, or other
impervious area with water.
c. Use a self-cancelling nozzle while washing vehicles. Vehicles should be

washed over a pervious surface or in an area that immediately drains to a pervious surface.



d. Indoor water use should emphasize shorter showers, running reduced
laundry and clothes washing of small loads, and running dishwashers only when full.

& Water users should follow the proper conservation techniques and practices
referenced in the District Conservation publications attached hereto as Composite Exhibit B,
including “50 Ways to be Water Smart,” “Sensible Sprinkling in South Florida,” and “Florida-
Friendly Landscaping: How to Save Water through Water-Smart Landscaping.” All water users
can visit www.sfwmd.gov/conserve to access additional water conservation tips and information.

f. All water users are encouraged to increase water conservation efforts and
reduce demands where possible.

20.  The Executive Director is delegated the authority to modify or rescind the water
shortage warning order if the District’s monitoring of water conditions and water shortage plan
implementation reasonably demonstrates that a modification or rescission of the Governing
Board’s order is warranted and necessary.

21. A Notice of Rights is attached hereto as Exhibit C.

DONE AND SO ORDERED in West Palm Beach, Florida, on this &Mday of April, 2017.

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
By its Governing Board

BRIAN J. ACCARDO
General Counsel




DISTRICT-WIDE WATER SHORTAGE WARNING

4
¥ & A\

Boynton Beach

Boca Raton
pano Beach

Naples ' ’ /| i Fort Lauderdale

[ "] Sputh Florida Waler Management District
[ | Lake Okeachobee ; o
Lake Istokpoga . o‘j

s '
SFWMD Boundary Y _,-;,{? ° 25 125 0 25 Miles
e Gourty Lines N = @ I_
e SFWMD Canals g ﬁ =
8 / ,f

EXHIBIT A



SOUTH

FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT

DISTRICT

quick facts on...

50 Ways To
Be Water Smart

HOW YOU CAN HELP SAVE FLORIDA'S LIMITED WATER SUPPLY

Saving Water Outdoors

f/

y . 1.Use a rain gauge to
"' measure how much water
e ,' your lawn receives. South
O¥?  Florida lawns typically

need only % to 1 inch of water
each week.

2. Irrigate no more than once a week in
the winter or twice a week in the summer.

our Mission is to manage
and protect water resources

3. Turn off sprinklers when it rains. All

gﬁg‘fm';mnzyvy&‘:mmg automatic sprinkler systems installed
quality, flood control, smc_e 1991 mljst have a rainfall shut-off
natural systems device, according to Florida law. The

device overrides the sprinkling system
when it rains.

and water supply.

4. Use Florida-friendly and drought-tolerant
plants in your landscape. These plants do
not need as much water as other varieties

NOTE: and are more likely to survive in a dry
Florida's lifestyle depends period.
on a clean, ample supply 5. Irrigate during the early morning hours

of water. You can help
conserve this limited

when temperatures and wind speeds are
the lowest. This reduces water loss

ree by using ti through evaporation.
commonsense tips at 6. Position sprinklers to put water on your
home. It's important lawn and landscape, not onto paved
that we all do our part. afeas nearby.

7. Install and use timers on all irrigation
systems and portable sprinklers to prevent
overwatering.

8. Check and maintain sprinkler systems
and timing devices so that they operate
properly.

9. Install low-flow irrigation systems that
apply water directly to plant root zones. This
includes drip, bubble and micro-jet systems
and soaker ho

10. Collect ralnwat

11. Adjust your mower blade to leave the
grass 3 inches high when you cut the lawn.
Taller grass encourages deeper root growth,
shades the root system and holds soil
moisture.

12. Keep the mowing blade sharp to reduce
stress on your lawn.

13. Use mulch in plant beds to retain
moisture, reduce evaporation and
discourage weeds that compete with
plants for water.

14. Avoid over-fertilizing your lawn.
Applying fertilizer increases the need for
water. If you use fertilizer, choose one
containing 2 percent or less phosphorus.

15. Apply fertilizer using smaller
applications rather than a large, single
application. Follow instructions on the label.
The label’s the law.

16. To prevent fertilizer spills, use a tarp
under the spreader when filling or emptying
it. Sweep any spilled granular fertilizer onto
the grass. Never hose it off.

17. Postpone fertilizing when more than
1 inch of rain is expected.

18. Use a broom or leaf blower instead of a
hose to clean leaves and other debris off
your driveway or sidewalk.

19. Attach to your hose an automatic or self-
aancelling nozzle that can adjust water flow
from the hose to a fine spray. Always turn
water off at the faucet, instead of at the
nozzle, to avoid leaks.

20. Check connectors on garden hoses and
household appliances, such as dishwashers
and clothes washers, to make sure that
ibber washers are in place.




50 WAYS TO BE WATER SMART

21. Do not leave hoses unattended. More
than 600 gallons of water can flow from an
open garden hose in ane hour.

22. Avoid purchasing recreationat toys that
require a constant stream of water.

23. Consider using a commercial car wash
that recycles water. If you wash your own
car, park on the grass or other non-paved
surface and use a hose with an automatic
or self-cancelling nozzie.

24, Avoid installing fountains or other
ornamental water features unless they use
recycled water. Properly adjust them so that
water doesn'’t fall outside of the catch basin.

In Your Home

25. Repair dripping faucets by replacing
the washers inside. One drop per second
wastes 2,700 gallons of water per year.

26. Retrofit all household faucets with
high-efficiency units that use 1 gallon of
water per minute or less.

27. Replace older toilets with low-flow
models that use 1.6 gallons of water per
flush or less. Older models may use up to
5 gallons of water per flush.

28. Check for toilet leaks by adding food
coloring to the tank. If it is leaking, colored
water will appear in the bowl within

30 minutes. Flush the colored water
immediately to avoid staining the bowl.

29. Replace or adjust the toilet handle if it
frequently sticks in the flush position,
letting water run constantly.

30. Install a toilet dam or displacement
device, such as a filled 16-ounce plastic
water bottle, to reduce the amount of water
used for each flush. Be sure that it does not
interfere with other parts in the tank

or bowl. Other devices are available at
hardware and home centers. Do not use

a brick.

31. Replace your showerhead with a low-
flow version using 2 galions of water per
minute or less. Qlder showerheads may
use up to 5 gallons of water per minute,

32. Take sherter showers. When taking a
shower or washing your hair, turn water on
o get wet; tum it off before lathering; then
turn water back on to rinse off.

33. Catch excess water in the shower with

a bucket and use it to irrigate indoor plants.

34. Operate automatic dishwashers and
clothes washers only for full loads. Scrape
- don't rinse ~ dishes before loading.

35. Store drinking water in the refrigerator,
and heat water on the stove or in a
microwave. Don't let water run from the tap
to get cold or hot water.

36. Defrost food overnight in the
refrigerator, or use the defrost setting on
your microwave. Don't thaw foad under
running water.

37. Compost kitchen food waste. Kitchen

sink disposals require much more water
and energy.

38. Install an instant hot water heater on
the Kitchen sink and insulate water pipes.

39. Cool your home with an air-to-air
system. Newer models are more efficient
and use less water than heat pumps and
air-conditioning systems.

40. Turn off the faucet after wetting a
toothbrush, razor or washdoth. Turn the

faucet back on when you are ready to rinse.

41. Install water softening systems only
when necessary. Turn softeners off when
you leave for vacations.

42. Check and properly maintain any well
pumps. A well pump has a leak if it turns
on and off while water is not being used.

43. Avoid unnecessary toilet flushes.
Dispaose of tissues, insects, medicines and
other waste in the trash.

General Water Saving Tips

44, Follow community water restrictions
and conservation guidelines. Private well
users must also comply.

45. Report broken pipes, open hvdrants,
free-flowing wells and ather water losses to
the praperty owneyr, local authorities or
water management district.

46. Use the services of businesses that
conserve water, including restaurants that
serve water only upon request.

47. Support projects that increase the
availability of reclaimed waste water for
irrigation and other uses.

48. Support programs that promote water
conservation among tourists and the
businesses that serve them, such as
WaterCHAMP and Green Lodging.

49. Conserve water when you are staying
at a hotel by requesting fewer replacement
towels and sheet changes.

50. Do something every day to save water.
Every drop counts.

For MORE water conservation
information and materials,
visit us on the Web at
www.savewaterfl.com
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South Florida Water Management District

For more information on this

subject, scan this QR code

using a barcode reader app
on your smartphone.
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af tﬁe state's five water
management districts.

Our Mission is to manage
and protect water resources
of the region by balancing
and improving water
quality, flood control,
natural systems, and water

supply.
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quick facts on...

Sensible Sprinkling
in South Florida

Saving a Little Saves a Lot

For home and business landscapes, many
South Florida residents irrigate to keep grass
green year-round and tropical plantings
looking tropical. Typically, 50 percent or more
of home water use is for outdoor watering or
irrigation. However, it is not uncommon for
residents to apply twice the amount of water
actually needed to maintain a healthy
landscape — or more.

Whether sprinkling water comes from a
municipal supply, a well or another source, it's
still ultimately drawn from one big South
Florida “pool.” To share the resource, South
Floridians need to conserve water.
Overwatering your landscape wastes both
water and money.

Do All Lawns Need Irrigation?

All plants need water. Rainfall provides enough
for Florida’s native plants growing in the wild.
During Florida’s normally dry winters, these
native plants thrive in the residential landscape
as well. However, limited areas of turf grass,
flower beds and accent plants usually need
added water at some times during the year.
When irrigating turf grass, water thoroughly to
reach deeper portions of the soil. In South
Florida’s typical sandy soils, 3/4 of an inch of
water will penetrate to a depth of about 9
inches and promote deep root growth. Healthy
turf with deep roots is able to withstand
drought much better than turf with a shallow
root system.

Overwatering can promote undesirable weeds,
create the need for additional fertilizer and
other expensive lawn chemicals and cause both
runoff and leeching of chemicals below the raot
zone. Runoff containing lawn chemicals is a
major contributor to surface w ter pollution
‘that have
ched below the root zonefbecome

Selecting the right native plants can not only save
water but also attract wildlife to South Florida
landscapes.

What Plants Make the Most Sense...
and Scents?

Many plants have low irrigation requirements
and, once established, need very little water
even during periods of drought. Choose your
plantings wisely. Seek input from your county's
extension agent and other resources including
the South Florida Water Management District
and the Florida Native Plant Society websites.

Many native plants can make your landscape
wildlife friendly. Plants that attract and nurture
butterflles add tremendous appeal to your yard.
Ideas c@an be found at the North American
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Simple steps, such as checking the alignment of sprinkler heads, can
improve the efficiency of automatic irrigation systems and ensure the
right amount of water goes where it is needed.

Keep Your Landscape Thriving and Save Water

There are many ways to water your landscape — from hose
“dragging” to automatic sprinkling. There are benefits to using the
hose. Water can be directed to specific plants within a bed that
need it, sprinkled on seedlings or applied deeply to planted trees
or shrubs. Additionally, hose “dragging” can lead to increased
efficiency because it is natural for residents to not water during
periods when rainfall is sufficient for plant needs. To conserve
water, always use an automatic shut-off nozzle at the end of the
hose. Using drip and soaker hoses also reduces evaporation and
conserves water.

To save time and effort, many residents install automated sprinkler
systems. Depending on how they are used, automatic sprinkler
systems can either help save water or be a tremendous water
waster. Systems vary widely in complexity and their ability to help
manage water use efficiency. Many older irrigation timers operate
simply as a clock, applying water at a programmed interval
regardless of natural precipitation or the actual water needs of the

plants being irrigated. Unless they are properly managed, these
older “set it and forget it" irrigation timers waste both water and
money.

Tips for All Ouidoor Water Users
To use water most efficiently, water in the early morning when
winds are usually light and the ground is cool and receptive.

Using mulch helps save water, too. Mulches in the landscape:

« Shade soils from direct sun so they stay moist longer.

»

Protect sails from erasion.

e Limit weed growth.

Slowly decompose, adding nutrients in the pracess.

Provide habitat for beneficial sail organisms.
« Are appealing, adding a clean and unifying appearance.

The best mulches for Florida come from non-native trees, recyced
waste wood, including wooden pallets, and your own recycled

vard dippings. These are regularly available from home supply
stores and should always be sought.

Improving Existing Irrigation Systems

Enormous amounts of water are wasted in Florida by incorrectly
adjusted automatic sprinkler systems. Check your system and find
out how (or who to call) to put the right amount of water where it
is needed. Help is available from irrigation specialists trained in
water efficiency by credible organizations, such as the Irrigation
Association or the Florida Irrigation Society. County extension
offices and garden centers also have experts on hand to answer
questions about proper irrigation of Florida yards.

The first step to greatly improve an automatic sprinkler system is
to install a rain sensor. Why water your lawn when nature is doing
it for you? Home supply stores stock wired rain sensors for $15-
25 and wireless models for $25-70. Rain sensors can be used
with most existing irrigation timers and work by interrupting the
system when rains have already provided adequate water. When
drier conditions return, the rain sensor automatically restores the
system to normal operation. Although different types of rain
sensors are available, they all achieve the same results — saving
significant amounts of water.

Other simple steps to improve the efficdiency of your existing
irrigation system include:

¢ Checking the alignment of existing sprinkler heads to assure
that water is directed away from impervious surfaces, such as
driveways and sidewalks.

¢ Promptly repairing broken sprinkier heads and leaks.

« Removing plant materials that have grown over or otherwise
block spray heads.

« Capping or disabling irrigation zones or heads for established
areas that no longer require supplemental irrigation.
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“Smart” irrigation controllers determine the right amount of water needed by your

landscape based on a variety of factors — helping to reduce how frequently your water

meter runs.

For additional steps to “tune-up” your
existing irrigation system, please visit:
manatee.ifas.ufl.edu/lawn_and_garden/wat
er_wise/pdfs/lrrigationTuneup.pdf.

Get “Smart” to Save Water and
Money

Some new irrigation controllers, known as
“smart” controllers, save water “by
monitoring and using information about
site conditions (such as soil moisture, rain,
wind, slope, soil, plant type, and more) and
applying the right amount of water based
on those factors,” according to the Irrigation
Association. While these controllers were
once limited to large applications such as
golf courses and parks because of their
high cost, home-based controllers are now
becoming available for $200 or less. Initial
research by the University of Florida shows
irrigation savings with smart controllers up
to 70-90 percent under normal Florida
rainfall conditions and 30-40 percent under
dry conditions.

Smart irrigation controllers set the amount
of water nee

technologies:

Evapotranspiration Controllers
Evapotranspiration (ET) is the sum of
evaporation and plant transpiration from
the Earth's land surface to its atmosphere.
Simply put, ET measures how much water
a landscape actually uses. ET controllers
calculate the amount of water needed
based on local conditions using
temperature, rain, wind, slope, soil, plant
type or other factors. Weather conditions
that the controller receives are obtained
from one of three sources:

* Weather data through a wireless
signal from a local data
provider. The data provider
calculates ET based on local weather
data collected from public and private
sources. The ET value is then
transmitted to the controller, which
automatically adjusts the irrigation run
time based 'on local conditions. The
data provider typically charges the
irrigation customer a nominal monthly
fee for providing this service.

data for the region. The focal
histerical data may also be modified
through the use of a sensor that
measures temperature ar solar
radiation. Historicat ET camtroliers
typically are the least expensive type of
ET controller because they do not
reguire a sophisticated on-site weather
station or the ability to communicate
wirelessly with a weather data
pravider.

A dedicated on-site weather
station. Because weather events such
as rain showers can be highly
localized, an on-site weather station
pravides the controller with the most
accurate weather data possible to
calculate the amount of water needed.
These ET controllers hawve typically
been used on large irrigation systems
— stich as those found in golf courses
or large parks — because of the added
initial cost of installing an on-site
weather station. However, homeowner-
oriented models with simplified
weather stations are becoming

Rain sensors make sense, plus
it's the law!

Florida Statutes (Ch. 373.62) require
that “any person who purchases and
installs an automatic sprinkler system
shall... install a rain sensor device or
switch which will override the irriga-
tion cycle of the sprinkler system
when adequate rainfall has occurred.”

These devices are inexpensive, easy
to install, and will work with most
existing irrigation controllers. There is
no excuse for running your irrigation







SOUT

FLORIDA WATER

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

quick facts on...
Florida-Friendly
Landscaping:

How to Save Water through
Water-Smart Planting

Did you know that half of all potable {drinking)
water in South Florida is used for outdoor
irrigation? You can cut outdoor water use
substantially by installing water-conserving
plants and applying Florida-friendly landscaping
principles in your outdoor spaces.

Florida-friendly landscaping conserves water
and protects the environment through the use
of native and drought-tolerant landscaping,
with proper maintenance and water-wise
irrigation. Follow the nine principles of
Florida-friendly landscaping, and you'll

be well on your way to saving water

and enjoying your beautiful Florida yard!

1.Right Plant, Right Place. Aimost any
plant will survive in your landscape if you
plant it in the right place. You can drastically
reduce the need for water, fertilizer, pesticides
and pruning if you choose and group plants
according to their water and sunlight needs,
as well as the type of soil, sunlight exposure
and water conditions of your planting sites.
Be sure to also remove invasive exotic plants
that may steal water and nutrients from your
Florida-friendly plants.

of the state’s five water
management districts.

Our Mission is to manage
and protect water resources
of the region by balancing
and improving water quality,
flood control, natural
systems and water supply.

2. Water Efficiently. Efficient watering will
not only help you save money and conserve
water, it can also create a healthier landscape.
Avoid overwatering, use micro-irrigation, and
water your lawn and plants only when you know

they need it or when they show signs of stress.

3.Fertilize Appropriately. Plants, animals
and people depend on clean water for survival.
When too much fertilizer is applied to landscapes,
it seeps past the root zone of the grass, plants
or trees and into the aquifer or runs off into
water bodies. Avoid weed-and-seed products,
use slow-release fertilizers, and fertilize lawns,
trees and plants only to maintain health.
Fertilizer will not help poor growth caused

by poor plant placement, disease or pests.

4. Mulch. Keeping 2 ta 3 inches of mulch
on your plant beds helps control weeds,

. Cut on'mowing by

isture and reduce erosionand %"
¢ 0 Y|

5. Attract Wildliife. Friendly visitors, like
butterflies and beneficiat insects, will enjoy
your landscape if you provide food, water and
cover. Plant vines, shrubs and trees to create
cover, nesting areas and food. Protect your
visitors by limiting pesticide use or by
spot-treating only the areas that need attention.

6.Manage Yard Pests Responsibly.

When it comes to pest management, nature
takes care of itself! Misused pesticides in your
vard can run off into waterways and harm
beneficial insects. Learn to identify beneficial
insects and let them do the work for you. If
pesticides are needed, choose the least-toxic
pesticides, such as horticultural oils, insecticidal
soaps and Badilus thuringiensis (BT). Remember,
low levels of pests will do minimal damage,
so be tolerant!

7 Recycle. Recycling your yard waste back
onto your lawn and landscape can improve
the fertility and water-holding ability of the
soil and help aerate soil that has become
compacted. There’s no need to bag or rake
lawn clippings; leave them on the lawn to
recycle nitrogen. Use fallen leaves and pine
needles as muich under trees and shrubs.

8. Reduce Stormwater Runoff.
Stormwater runoff can carry pollutants,
pesticides and excess fertilizers into bays,
rivers and lakes. Remember that what goes
in your storm drain can find its way into
our water sources. Pick up pet waste to
help reduce bacterial and nutrient pollution.
Remove trash from street gutters before

it gets washed into storm drains. And use
swales (low areas) to hold and filter water.

9. Protect the Waterfront. Bays and
waterways contribute to the quality of life in
Florida. Waterfront owners can help protect
these fragile natural treasures by removing

[invasive aquatic plants and establishing a
+ 10-30 foot “no fertii i

e” zone




FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING

Plants for Your Palms and Cycads
Florida-Friendly Landscape Buccaneer palm

Florida-friendly tandscaping is vibrant, alive and colorful. Cabg; - eeudgf gog:g;;arglxggo}
iany lush and tropical-looking plants are among the list of ge b ; pa

Dwarf palmetto (Sabal minor)
Florida thatch palm (Thrinax radiata)
Florida royal palm (Roystonea elata)

native or drought-tolerant plants appropriate for South Florida's
unigue climate, with some listed here. They will add to the

beauty of your landscape while conserving water. Consult Needle palm (Rhapidophyilum hystrix)

your nursery professional for information on which of these Paurotis/Everglades palm x

plants are appropriate for your region. {Acoelorrhaphe wrightii) Bu[cnee, Palm
Queen sago (Cycas drcinalis)

Trees

Saw palmetito (Serenoa repens)

Bald cypress (Taxodium distichum)
Black ironwood (Krigiodendron ferreum)
Buttonwoeod (Conocarpus erectus)
Dahoon holly (llex cassine)

Geiger tree (Cordia sebestena)
Gumbo Limbo (Bursera simartba)
Live oak (Quercus virginiana)
Paradise tree (Simarouba glauca)

Accent Grasses,
Vines and Groundcovers

Blue Jacquemontia (facquemontia pentanthos)
Bougainvillea (Bouganvillea specabilis)

Coral honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens)
Corky-stemmed passion-flower (Passiflora suberosa)

. 4 = Lo Crossvine (Bignonia capreolata)

Pigeon plum (Coccoloba diversifolia) Sweetbay magnolia Passion-flower (Passiflora incamata)
Pand spiple (Aanona gla{:ra) Mondo grass (Ophiopogon japonicus)
Red bay (Persea borbonia) Purple love grass (Eragrostis specabilis)
Red maple (Acer rubrum) Railroad vine (lpomoea pes-caprae)
Sgagr ape (Coccoloba uvifera) Trailing Lantana (Lantana montevidensis)
Simpson's stopper (Myricanthes fragrans) Trumpet vine (Campsis radicans)

Slash pine (Pinus elliottii)

: g . Yellow Jessamine (Gelsemium sempervirens)
Southem magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora)

Southern red cedar (Juniperus silicicola)

. A Annuals/Perennials/Wildflowers
Sweetbay magnolia (Magnolia virginiana)
Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis) Beach sunflower (Helianthus debilis)
Tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirfa)
Blanket flower (Gaillardia pulchella)
Shrubs

Cardinal flower (Lobelia cardinalis)
Green eyes (Berlandiera subacaulis)
Purple coneflower

(Echinacea purpurea)
Rain lily (Zephyranthes atamasco)
Shrub verbena (Lantana depressa)
Sea oxeye daisy

(Borrichia frutescens)
Stokes Aster (Stokesia laevis)
Tropical red sage (Salvia coccinea)

Bay Cedar (Suriana maritima)

Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana)

Coral bean (Erythrina herbacea)

Firebush (Hamelia patens)

Florida privet (Forestiera segregata)

Florida gamagrass (Tripsacum floridanum)
Inkberry (Scaevola plumieri)

Jamaican caper (Capparis ¢yanophallophora)

i s s Blanket flower
gﬂ;;:zzn%;ﬁg ::S ;Zif;;?g?% oclgfri)us} Tickseed (Coreapsis leavenworthii)
Virginia Iris (Iris virginica
Walter's viburnum (Viburnum obovatum) g f ginica)
Wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera) ]
White indigo berry (Randia aculeata) Florida-friendly landscaping saves time, money, water
Wild coffee (Psychotria nervosa) and our environment! For more information, go to

Wild olive (Osmanthus americanus) www.savewaterfl.com.

Yellow anise (llicium parvifiorum) The University of Florida established these nine Florida-friendly

landscaping principles to guide Florida Yards & Neighborhoods
programs offered through county Extension Service offices.

aygen* Saman T S, SERVICE CENTERS Martin/St. Lucie
) - ' 772-223-2600 or 800-250-4100

South Florida Water Management District Big Cypress Basin/Naples Migmi-Dade
3301 Gun Club Road 239-263-7615 305-377-7274 or 800-250-4300
West Palm Beach, Florida 33406 Broward Okeechobee
561-686-8800 * 800-432-2045 954-713-3200 863-462-5260 or 800-250-4200
www.sfwmd.gov : Florida Keys oOrlando

e 305-453-1275 407-858-6100 or 800-250-4250

MAILING ADDRESS: P.0. Box 24680 Lower West Coast Palm Beach Couinty
West Paim Beach, FL 33416-4680 239-338-2529 or 800-248-1201 561-682-6000 or 800-432-2045



NOTICE OF RIGHTS

As required by Sections 120.569 and 120.60(3), Fla. Stat., the following is notice of the opportunities which
may be available for administrative hearing or judicial review when the substantial interests of a party are
determined by an agency. Please note that this Notice of Rights is not intended to provide legal advice. Not

all of the legal proceedings detailed below may be an applicable or appropriate remedy. You may wish to
consult an attorney regarding your legal rights.

RIGHT TO REQUEST ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING

A person whose substantial interests are or may be affected by the South Florida Water Management District's
(SFWMD or District) action has the right to request an administrative hearing on that action pursuant to
Sections 120.569 and 120.57, Fla. Stat. Persons seeking a hearing on a SFWMD decision which affects or
may affect their substantial interests shall file a pefition for hearing with the Office of the District Clerk of the
SFWMD, in accordance with the filing instructions set forth herein, within 21 days of receipt of written notice of
the decision, unless one of the following shorter time periods apply: (1) within 14 days of the notice of
consolidated intent to grant or deny concurrently reviewed applications for environmental resource permits and
use of sovereign submerged lands pursuant to Section 373.427, Fla. Stat.; or (2) within 14 days of service of
an Administrative Order pursuant to Section 373.119(1), Fla. Stat. "Receipt of written notice of agency
decision” means receipt of written notice through mail, electronic mail, or posting that the SFWMD has or
intends fo take final agency action, or publication of notice that the SFWMD has or intends to take final agency
action. Any person who receives written notice of a SFWMD decision and fails to file a written request for
hearing within the timeframe described above waives the right to request a hearing on that decision.

If the District takes final agency action which materially differs from the noticed intended agency decision,
persons who may be substantially affected shall, unless otherwise provided by law, have an additional Rule
28-106.111, Fia. Admin. Code, point of entry.

Any person to whom an emergency order is directed pursuant to Section 373.119(2), Fla. Stat., shall comply
therewith immediately, but on pefition to the board shall be afforded a hearing as soon as possibie.

A person may file a request for an extension of time for filing a petition. The SFWMD may, for good cause,
grant the request. Requests for extension of time must be filed with the SFWMD prior to the deadline for filing
a petition for hearing. Such requests for extension shall contain a cerlificate that the moving party has
consulted with all other parties concerning the extension and that the SFWMD and any other parties agree to

oroppose the extension. A timely request for an extension of time shall toll the running of the time period for
filing a petition until the request is acted upon.

FILING INSTRUCTIONS

A petition for administrative hearing must be filed with the Office of the District Clerk of the SFWMD. Filings
with the Office of the District Clerk may be made by mail, hand-delivery, or e-mail. Filings by facsimile will not
be accepted. A pefition for administrative hearing or other document is deemed filed upon receipt during
normal business hours by the Office of the District Clerk at SFWMD headquarters in West Palm Beach,
Florida. The District's normal business hours are 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and District
holidays. Any document received by the Office of the District Clerk after 5:00 p.m. shall be deemed filed as of
8:00 a.m. on the next regular business day. Additional filing instructions are as follows:

» Filings by mail must be addressed to the Office of the District Clerk, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm
Beach, Florida 33406.
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o Filings by hand-delivery must be delivered to the Office of the District Clerk. Delivery of a petition to
the SFWMD's security desk does not constitute filing. It will be necessary to request that the
SFWMD's security officer confact the Office of the District Clerk. An employee of the SFWMD's
Clerk's office will receive and file the petition.

e Filings by e-mail must be transmitted to the Office of the District Clerk at clerk@sfwmd.gov. The filing
date for a document transmitted by electronic mail shall be the date the Office of the District Clerk
receives the complete document. A party who files a document by e-mail shall (1) represent that the
original physically signed document will be retained by that party for the duration of the proceeding
and of any subsequent appeal or subsequent proceeding in that cause and that the party shall
produce it upon the request of other parties; and (2) be responsible for any delay, disruption, or

interruption of the electronic signals and accepts the full risk that the document may not be properly
filed.

INITIATION OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING

Pursuant to Sections 120.54(5)(b)4. and 120.569(2)(c), Fla. Stat., and Rules 28-106.201 and 28-106.301, Fla.
Admin. Code, initiation of an administrative hearing shall be made by written petition to the SFWMD in legible
form and on 8 1/2 by 11 inch white paper. All petitions shall contain:

1. Identification of the action being contested, including the permit number, application number, SFWMD
file number or any other SFWMD identification number, if known.

2. The name, address, any email address, any facsimile number, and telephone number of the petitioner
and petitioner’s representative, if any.

3. An explanation of how the pefitioner's substantial interests will be affected by the agency

determination.

A statement of when and how the petitioner received notice of the SFWMD’s decision.

A statement of all disputed issues of material fact. If there are none, the pefition must so indicate.

A concise statement of the ultimate facts alleged, including the specific facts the petitioner contends

warrant reversal or modification of the SFWMD's proposed action.

7. A statement of the specific rules or statutes the petifioner contends require reversal or modification of
the SFWMD's proposed action.

8. If disputed issues of material fact exist, the statement must also include an explanation of how the
alleged facts relate to the specific rules or statutes.

9. A statement of the relief sought by the petitioner, stating precisely the action the pefitioner wishes the
SFWMD to take with respect to the SFWMD's proposed action.

AN

MEDIATION

The procedures for pursuing mediation are set forth in Section 120.573, Fla. Stat., and Rules 28-106.111 and

28-106.401-.405, Fla. Admin. Code. The SFWMD is not proposing med|at|on for this agency action under
Section 120.573, Fla. Stat., at this time.

RIGHT TO SEEK JUDICIAL REVIEW

Pursuant to Section 120.68, Fla. Stat., and in accordance with Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.110, a party
who is adversely affected by final SFWMD action may seek judicial review of the SFWMD's final decision by filing
a notice of appeal with the Office of the District Clerk of the SFWMD in accordance with the filing instructions set

forth herein within 30 days of rendition of the order to be reviewed, and by filing a copy of the nofice with the clerk
of the appropriate district court of appeal.
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